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Welcome to our newsletter Spring 2017 

 

Dear Home-Start Cambridgeshire  

Supporters 

 

Welcome to the Spring 

2017 newsletter where 

there is certainly a lot of 

news to share! 

 

Kathy Leakey joined us 

at the end of January as Senior  

Co-ordinator working alongside Jan  

Attwood. She comes with a wealth of  

experience in relevant roles, not least in 

having been a Home-Start Co-ordinator 

in Peterborough many years ago. I am 

very grateful to Jan for her hard work 

during the months when she was the  

only Senior. 

 

As you know, funding has been a huge  

issue for us since the end of the contract 

with Cambridgeshire County Council, 

but we have had some significant  

developments in the 2016-17 financial 

year: 

 

The project funded by the Evelyn 

Trust targeted at support for  

 parental mental health is now well 

under way.  

 

A co-ordinator for the Children in 

Need project focussed on Fenland 

has been appointed, and we look 

forward to welcoming her into the 

team after Easter. 

 

A second stage bid to the Big Lottery 

has now been submitted and we 

will hear the result of this in a few 

months time. 

 

 

Despite the year’s financial issues, we  

are delighted to have been able to  

support 133 families since 1
st

 April 2016.  

 

As always, the staff and volunteers work 

extremely hard with the families referred 

for support. The feedback we receive is a 

testament to the value of the service – 

there is nothing else like it! 

 

Two prep courses are now well under-

way, as we need more volunteers to  

support our families. We look forward to 

welcoming them as fully-fledged HSC 

family visiting volunteers in the near  

future. 

 

Not all our volunteers visit families: we 

are also very grateful to those who  

support with admin, fund raising, events 

and in many varied ways. 

 

With many thanks again for the  

continued support from everyone  

connected to HSC. 

 

Jo Studdert 

Chair of Trustees 



NEWS FROM OUR THREE OFFICES 
 

 
Senior Co-ordinators’ Report 

 

We said goodbye to 2016 with family parties, Father Christmas and presents for all the children.  Great 
fun was had by all. 
 
Thank you to all our volunteers for another year of supporting Home-Start Cambridgeshire.  We cannot 
accomplish the outcomes for our families without your help.  
 
The beginning of 2017 saw Kathy Leakey join our team as a Senior Co-ordinator and we have also  
appointed a co-ordinator to work in Fenland.  We were successful with a BBC CIN bid to fund a  
co-ordinator and to start a group in Wisbech run on the same lines as our one in the city. We are  
beginning to build our team up again as we successfully gain extra funding; more appointments will  
hopefully follow. 
 
We wasted no time planning and arranging two Prep Courses to boost our volunteer numbers in areas 
that are sparse, namely, Fenland and Huntingdonshire.  Therefore we will have 14 new volunteers to 
help us support more families.  We are in the process of arranging further training opportunities for  
existing volunteers which we hope you will find interesting and attend.  Look out for news soon. 
 
Many volunteers are due a Safeguarding Refresher or their DBS updated.  We will contact you shortly if 
this is the case. 
 
Marney, one of our co-ordinators, regularly gives talks to clubs and societies and has recently given a 
presentation to the St Neots Rotary Club.   
 
 
Cambridge City Family Group   

Since Christmas we have been very busy at the Home-Start Family Group.  We have had 2 new families 
join us and welcomed back a previous family.    
 
The children made crafts for Valentine’s Day and were 
creative in the weeks leading up to Mother’s Day and 
Easter.  We have continued to involve the parents and 
children with making healthy snacks and have tried  
savoury wraps and made smoothies with hidden  
vegetables!    
 
Outside speakers this term have included our  
regular visit from the children’s centre staff to  
inform us about activities they are running.   They have 
also provided us with an interactive session on safety in 
the home which was requested by one of our  
mothers.  Suzanne Pearson from Sharing Parenting 
came and spoke individually to the mums about a 
range of parenting issues, which was gratefully  
received.   
 
We’ve had a visit from one of our funders (Cambridgeshire Community Foundation) to see what we  
actually do at Group, as well as a journalist from BBC Radio Cambridgeshire who spoke to staff,  
volunteers and a couple of brave mums about the benefits of the Home-Start group.   Well done to all of 
them!   Staff and volunteers have also  organised our first ever adult and children’s clothes swap which 
proved very popular.  
 
We are lucky to have such a dedicated team at Group which make it such a nurturing environment.  
Thank you to everyone. 



HOMESTART CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
 

STAFF CONTACTS 

NAME ROLE EMAIL MOBILE 

Jan Attwood 
Mon pm, Tues pm, 
Wed, Thurs, Fri 

Senior Co-ordinator jan.attwood@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 07807266894 

Kathy Leakey 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 

Senior Co-ordinator Kathy.leakey@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 07875438734 

 
CAMBRIDGE OFFICE 01223 210202  office.cambridge@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 

Eleanor Mitchell 
Tues, Wed, Thurs 

Co-ordinator eleanor.mitchell@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 07747814841 

Linda Gipp 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 

Administrator office.cambridge@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk   

 

ELY OFFICE  01353 663158  office.ely@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 

Kath Gerighty 
Tues, Wed, Fri 

Co-ordinator kath.gerighty@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 07807349080 

Charlotte Daleworth 
Tues, Wed, Thurs 

Co-ordinator  charlotte.daleworth@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 07496379252 

 
ST NEOTS OFFICE 01480 700242  office.stneots@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 

Marney Connor 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 

Co-ordinator marney.connor@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 07875108674 

Julie Nicolls 
Mon, Tues 

Finance Administrator julie.nicolls@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk   

Julia Bailey 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 

Administrator julia.bailey@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk   

Staff Profile 

Hello, let me introduce myself. I’m Katherine Leakey known as Kathy and I 
have been recently recruited as a Senior Co-ordinator for Home-Start. I’ll be 
working alongside Jan Attwood, the other senior, covering all three offices in 
Cambridgeshire.   
 
My involvement with Home-Start started back in 1996. First I completed the 
volunteer prep course and volunteered over a two year period, supporting 
three families. I then worked for Peterborough City Council for a couple of 
years as a Family Aide before becoming a Co-ordinator at Home-Start in  
Peterborough.  
 
In the intervening period I’ve qualified as a Social Worker and worked with a variety of client 
groups including drug users, offenders, sex workers and victims of crime. I’m really happy to be 
back at Home-Start, offering support to young families when they need it most. I strongly believe 
that the early support Home-Start provides has long term positive impacts for the family which 
include improved mental health outcomes, reduction in isolation and increased take up of  
community resources.  
 

I’m married with one daughter who is studying nursing at Leicester University. In my spare time I 

enjoy cooking, gardening, taking part in muddy runs and walking our dog.   

mailto:linda.gipp@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk
mailto:eleanor.mitchell@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk
mailto:linda.gipp@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/linda.gipp/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HRZLURWG/kath.gerighty@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/linda.gipp/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HRZLURWG/charlotte.daleworth@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk
mailto:marney.connor@homestartcambridgeshire
file:///C:/Users/linda.gipp/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HRZLURWG/julie.nicolls@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk
file:///C:/Users/linda.gipp/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HRZLURWG/julia.bailey@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk


 

 

 

A big thank you to all our volunteers and supporters who 
have donated funds to Home-Start Cambridgeshire in the 
2016-17 financial year.   
 

The amount raised in this way is over £17,500, an  

amazing contribution to support Home-Start  
Cambridgeshire families. 

 

Update on the match funding opportunity 

from the Four Acre Trust. 

 

We are very grateful indeed to all those 

who contributed, either by donating  

individually or by encouraging other  

organisations and companies to donate.  

£16,198 was the magnificent sum achieved 

which, with matched funding, resulted in a 

total of £32,396 being raised. 

THANK 

YOU 

 

 

Save the Date! 
 

 

The Fourth Annual Concert  

in aid of  

Home-Start Cambridgeshire 

Jesus College Chapel 

Cambridge 

Thursday, 6th July 2017 

 

Details available soon 

 

We are very pleased to have received another donation of books 

from a supporter who works in a children’s book shop.  These 

are for volunteers to share with their Home-Start family.   

The Mayor of Cambridge has attended several  
Home-start Cambridgeshire events over the past year. 



Trustee Profile 
I have been a Trustee for Home-Start Cambridgeshire for the past three years. It has 
been a real roller-coaster ride at times, especially when I first joined in the middle of 
the merger process and the worries about funding. However, it has always been a 
privilege to serve as Trustee for a truly needed charity doing brilliant work in  
supporting families across the County.  
 
I was born in Finland but I have lived in the UK for most of my adult life.  I am very 
proud of my Finnish roots and the Finnish core values of equality and fairness.  These 
have been guiding principles of my work to this day. 
 
My husband and I moved to Cambridge 16 years ago from London, where we both studied and worked 
for four years.  We both enjoy travelling and have lived abroad in Australia and Germany before settling in 
Sawston, South Cambridgeshire. We have an 11-year-old daughter who started secondary school last  
autumn.  We also have a temperamental ginger tabby called Louis.   
 
For the past fifteen years I have worked as a consultant supporting service change and strategic  
development of third and public sector organisations. I have worked with major UK and global charities, 
grass-root organisations and their funders, with specific interest and expertise in developing social justice 
and anti-poverty work.  
 
Through my work I have seen how those in need benefit from preventative and early intervention support.  
Becoming a Trustee has given me an opportunity to become more involved in helping families and  
children to thrive regardless of their background or circumstances. As well as being a trustee, I serve as a 
referral order panellist for the Cambridgeshire Youth Offending Service, supporting young people to make 
better choices for their future. 

Sini 

 

Could you become a Friend of 

Home-Start Cambridgeshire? 
 

The aim of this venture is to  

encourage our supporters to make a 

monthly donation by standing  

order to Home-Start Cambridgeshire.  

 

If you are able to help in this way, no 

matter how small (or large!) the monthly 

donation, we would love to hear from 

you.  

Please contact one of our offices for  

further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you know of a pub which  

would hold a quiz in aid of  

Home-Start Cambridgeshire?   

This would be great for profile 

raising as well as for fundraising. 

If so, please contact one of 

our offices. 



Do you, or does someone you know, belong to a golf club 

which might adopt Home-Start Cambridgeshire as their 

Charity of the Year in the future?   

Personal contacts are so much better than 

cold approaches ‘out of the blue.’ 

Volunteer Profile 

I have worked with primary aged children with special needs for 

several years.  Unfortunately due to personal circumstances I had 

to give this up. 

 

Having got myself fit again after several back surgeries, and  

supporting my parents with Dad’s dementia, I felt I needed  

something that would fulfil me again. 

 

I saw an advert for a volunteers’ course for Home-Start and was sure this would be 

good for me, as it would mean I would be supporting children again as well as their 

families.  The course I found to be very well run, informative and a good grounding 

to go out into the community representing Home-Start. 

 

Since then I have supported two families and am now with my third.  There have 

been opportunities for me to attend several courses, including Big Hopes Big  

Future specifically aimed at pre-school children with a particular need to get them 

ready to start school and Mental Health training.  I also, when required, volunteer 

at the weekly Home-Start family support group.  This is a well-run group where  

parents can come, chat with others, listen to visitors, enjoy activities while the  

children can play and are encouraged to take part in organised snack time.  Also 

through Home-Start I volunteer at the Abbey Meadows parent support group on a 

fortnightly basis.  They approached Home-Start looking for support.  This group, 

again, is where parents can get support from each other and professionals, but is 

only for children up to walking. 

 

Being a volunteer has certainly opened my eyes at times and made me count my 

blessings.  That’s what makes it so rewarding to be able to give something back 

and hopefully make a difference to someone else’s life at the same time. 

 

In my spare time I obviously have my family to care for, support Mum and Dad, 

who is now in a care home.  I like to run, walk the family dog Ramsay (named after 

the chef, although we don’t have a problem with his language!!) and generally keep 

fit. 

Karen 

https://mydonate.bt.com/donation/donate.html?charity=home-startcambridgeshire


 

We are very grateful to the following companies and organisations for recent donations: 
 

Microsoft Research 
iTransact 
Tesco 
Inner Wheel, Ely 
Gibbs and Dandy 
Jesus College 
PWC 
Mills and Reeve 
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation 
Frank Litchfield Charitable Trust 
Saint Columba’s United Reformed Church 
Stella Symonds Charitable Trust 
Birketts Solicitors 
The Evelyn Trust 
Ely St John’s School, 
Saddlers’ Company Charitable Fund 
Grantchester PCC 
Rotary Club of Cambridge Trust Fund 
Corpus Christi College 
The Betty Lawes Foundation 
Four Acre Trust 
Rhododendron Trust 
The 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust 
City & University of Cambridge Masonic Charitable Trust 
 
PLUS INDIVIDUAL AND ANONYMOUS DONATIONS 
 

Thank you 

 

  



We are on Facebook!  

 

Please ‘Like’ the Home-Start  

Cambridgeshire fan page by typing 

into facebook - Homestartcambridgeshire 

 
PLEASE CAN WE REMIND ALL VOLUNTEERS 
THAT IT IS NOT PERMITTED TO BECOME  
FACEBOOK ‘FRIENDS’ WITH THE FAMILIES WHO 
YOU SUPPORT.   
 
THIS COULD POTENTIALLY PUT BOTH YOU AND 
THE FAMILY YOU SUPPORT IN A VULNERABLE 
POSITION.  PLEASE SPEAK TO YOUR  
CO-ORDINATOR IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES. 

If you would like to contribute to the next newsletter please  

contact our Cambridge office. 

 

office.cambridge@homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 

01223 210202 

Home-Start Cambridgeshire, a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales No. 05139596 

Registered Office: The Fields Children’s Centre, Galfrid Road, Cambridge CB5 8ND  Registered Charity No. 1106007  

 

DO YOU USE AMAZON FOR YOUR 

SHOPPING? 
 

Please remember to go to our 

Home-Start Cambridgeshire 

web page before using Amazon. 
 

www.homestartcambridgeshire.co.uk 
 

By opening the homepage you will find a link to Amazon.  Every time a purchase 

is made through this link, we get a small donation from Amazon. 

Over a month this can become a sizeable amount. 
 

Please tell your family and friends as every little helps our families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that you can 

raise money for 

Home-Start Cambridgeshire 

every time you browse the web? 
 
 

 

Just set up Easy Fundraising 

as your web browser. 

Home-Start Cambridgeshire 

Support and friendship 

for families 

 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT  
HOME-START CAMBRIDGESHIRE  
BY DONATING HERE 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
uk.virginmoneygiving.com

